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Wisconsin’s Governor’s Commission
on the Status of Women (1964-1979)

Following President Kennedy’s Commission on the Status of Women,
Governor John Reynolds was approach by a group of Wisconsin women to
created a state commission.

In 1964, the 34-member citizens commission — WI Commission on the
Status of Women (WCSW) — was charged with investigating the conditions
and quality of life of Wisconsin women and to work toward substantive
changes to improve their status and ability to participate in society.

Kay Clarenbach chaired the commission through its existence;
Norma Briggs served as Executive Director.

WCSW:s first report, Wisconsin Women (1965), included recommendations
on education, family, employment, citizen participation and legal rights.
WCSW also issued publications on women and the law, martial property,
credit, careers and a directory of women’s organizations and resources.

In 1979, Governor Dreyfus abolished the commission.




Kathryn (Kay) Clarenbach

“‘Kay Clarenbach has succeeded in becoming one of the country’s top
feminists without losing her femininity.” Milwaukee Sentinel, Feb 6, 19609.

In the early 1960s, Kay Clarenbach (UW-Extension and UW-Madison) had the
idea for a statewide Governor's Commission on the Status of Women. At
Governor Reynolds (1963-1965) request, Kay chaired the planning conference
and later served as the Chair throughout the Commission’s life.

In 1966, Kay became one of the founders of the National
Organization for Women (NOW) — participating in the
first meeting which was held in Betty Friedan's hotel
room — and was elected as its first Board Chair.

While leading the charge for the creation of the
Wisconsin Women’s Council, she also founded the
National Women's Political Caucus and the Wisconsin
Women's Network.
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/,A’e Wisconsin Women's Council

was established by Gov. Tony Earl

g\rough Executive Orde%
ebruary 1, 1983 and establishe

in statute in 1983 Wisconsin Act 27.
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Governor’s Designee
Chair
5 Public Members

Two Senate Members
Two Public Members

Two Assembly Members

Two Public Members

Members serve 2-year staggered terms, except Designee ( 4-yr term). Members may continue
to serve beyond the term of their appointment until their position is reappointed or they resign.



Governor

Mary Jo Baas, Chair

Michelle Mettner, Gov. Designee
Nicky Bowman

Patty Cadorin

Karen Katz

Jessie Nicholson

vacancy

Assembly Speaker
Representative Sandy Pasch
vacancy (State Representative)
Heidi Green

Kim Nickel

Senate Majority Leader & President
Senator Jennifer Shilling

Senator Dave Hansen

Heather Smith

vacancy

as of 5/22/13










GAB 12-01
Standards of Conduct

GAB 12-16
Receipt of Food, Drink, etc.

GAB 12-32
Conflicts of Interest



http://gab.wi.gov/guidelines/1201-Standards-of-Conduct-State-Public-Officials
http://gab.wi.gov/guidelines/1201-Standards-of-Conduct-State-Public-Officials
http://gab.wi.gov/guidelines/1201-Standards-of-Conduct-State-Public-Officials
http://gab.wi.gov/guidelines/1216-Part-Time-Board-Members-Receipt-Food-Drink-Services
http://gab.wi.gov/guidelines/1216-Part-Time-Board-Members-Receipt-Food-Drink-Services
http://gab.wi.gov/guidelines/1216-Part-Time-Board-Members-Receipt-Food-Drink-Services
http://gab.wi.gov/guidelines/1232-Officials-Conflict-of-Interests
http://gab.wi.gov/guidelines/1232-Officials-Conflict-of-Interests
http://gab.wi.gov/guidelines/1232-Officials-Conflict-of-Interests







The open meetings law requires that “all meetings
of all state and local governmental bodies shall be
publicly held in places reasonably accessible to
members of the public and shall be open to all
citizens at all times unless otherwise expressly
provided by law.” Wis. Stat. § 19.81(2). There is a
presumption that meetings of governmental bodies
must be held in open session.

A

Violation:

Violation:




Women’s Council Partners Flow Chart
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Historical List of Priority Work Areas
(select projects since 2007)

1. Economic Self-Sufficiency 4. Women’s mental health issues
°* Women & Poverty Report & stigma reduction
* Girls & STEM initiatives / LEAP * Lt. Governor’s Task Force
* Annual wage gap/econ reports * Lobbied on MH parity bill

* Displaced homemakers grants
*  MATC Women in Trades
*  WI DCF Poverty Summit

2. Women’s business ownership

5. Access to Afford. Quality Child Care
» Strongest Links Conf. w/ DCF
* Lobbied YoungStar program

* Trailblazer Awards 6. Financial Literacy

*  WSBE Fact Sheets * Online Checklist *in progress
*  WABE Forums * Financial Tips Brochure

* Roundtables w/ Lt. Gov * Fraud Awareness Programs
* Planning for Governor’s Small * Scholarship sponsorships

Business Summit

3. Safety from Violence

* Lobbied on related legislation
* WCADYV conferences
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